Reading: from the holy gospel according to John (1:1-14)
‘The Word was the real light that gives light to everyone’

	Choir then all: chant from Taizé:
Jésus le Christ (Jesus, your light)
During the chant, candles will be lit.
	Jesus, your light is shining within us:
Let not my doubts and my darkness speak to me.
Jesus, your light is shining within us:
Let my heart always welcome your love.


Silent reflection

All: a prayer by Lucien Deiss

You are holy,
you who wish to be born in the midst of our sins, the better to pardon us,
we beg you: Lord have mercy

You are strong,
you who wished to be born weak as a child, in order to give us strength,
we beg you: Christ have mercy.

You are immortal,
you who have to put on a body, to die, in order to give us immortality,
we beg you: Lord have mercy.

Holy God, strong God, immortal God,
give the peace of heaven to our earth,
and open the door of your mercy to the beggars of your love.

Blessing

All: Hark! The herald-angels sing

	1  Hark! the herald-angels sing
    ‘Glory to the newborn King!
    Peace on earth and mercy mild,
    God and sinners reconciled’:
    Joyful all ye nations rise,
    Join the triumph of the skies,
    With th’angelic host proclaim,
    ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’
    Hark! the herald-angels sing
    ‘Glory to the newborn King!’

2  Christ, by highest heav'n adored
    Christ, the everlasting Lord,
    Late in time behold him come
    Offspring of a virgin's womb:
    Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
    Hail th’incarnate Deity!
    Pleased as man with man to dwell,
    Jesus, our Emmanuel. Hark!...
	[image: giotto-di-bondone-the-detail-nativity]3  Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
    Hail the Son of Righteousness!
    Light and life to all he brings
    Ris'n with healing in his wings
    Mild he lays his glory by,
    Born that man no more may die,
    Born to raise the sons of earth,
    Born to give them second birth. Hark!...
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Choir (Latin verse) then all: Adeste, fideles – O come, all ye faithful
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1   O come, all ye faithful,
    Joyful and triumphant,
    O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
    Come and behold him
    Born the King of Angels:
    O come, let us adore him (x3), Christ the Lord.

	2  God of God,
    Light of Light,
    Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
    Very God,
    Begotten, not created: 
    O come, let us adore him (x3), Christ the Lord.
	3  Sing, choirs of angels,
    Sing in exultation,
    Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
    Glory to God
    In the Highest:
    O come, let us adore him (x3), Christ the Lord.



Welcome

All: O little town of Bethlehem

	1  O little town of Bethlehem,
    How still we see thee lie!
    Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
    The silent stars go by.
    Yet in thy dark streets shineth
    The everlasting Light;
    The hopes and fears of all the years
    Are met in thee tonight.

	3  How silently, how silently,
    The wondrous gift is giv’n!
    So God imparts to human hearts
    The blessings of his heaven.
    No ear may his his coming;
    But in this world of sin,
    Where meek souls will receive him, still
    The dear Christ enters in.

	2  O morning stars, together
    Proclaim the holy birth!
    And praises sing to God the King,
    And peace to men on earth.
    For Christ is born of Mary;
    And, gathered all above,
    While mortals sleep, the angels keep
    Their watch of wond’ring love.
	4  O holy Child of Bethlehem
    Descend to us, we pray;
    Cast out our sin, and enter in,
    Be born to us today.
    We hear the Christmas angels
    The great glad tidings tell:
    O come to us, abide with us,
    Our Lord Emmanuel.



Reading: When the world was dark (Wild Goose Publications, Iona)

Choir: The truth from above
This English traditional carol was one of several rediscovered and preserved by Ralph Vaughan-Williams (1872-1958). In 1909, he transcribed it from a performance by a Herefordshire folk singer, who had learnt the carol through the oral tradition of folk music. The text recalls the fall from grace of Adam, and the promise of redemption by Jesus.
Reading: The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)

Choir: The seven joys of Mary
A traditional  carol about Mary’s happiness at moments in the life of Jesus, probably inspired by the trope of the Seven Joys of the Virgin in the devotional literature and art of medieval Europe.
 
Solo: Mary Noden (oboe)
To include part of a sonata by Carlo Tessarini (1690-c.1766), 'discovered' in a plastic bag in the organ loft at Fochabers. Very little is known about Tessarini, but he appears to have been very popular in his time. Mary is currently undertaking performance studies at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, London, and is principal oboe with Camerata Scotland.

Reading: from the first letter of St John (1 John 1:1-4)

Choir: A great and might wonder
The 14th century German melody, harmonised by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621), is here set to words by St. Germanus (c.734) translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866), hymn writer and translator of many ancient and medieval hymns.

Reading: A reflection on the Magnificat (Sidney Callahan)

[image: 356px-Gaudete]Choir: Christmas lullaby (John Rutter (b. 1945))
John Rutter's compositions are chiefly choral, and include Christmas carols, anthems and extended works such as a Gloria, a Magnificat, and a Requiem. The Christmas Lullaby was commissioned by the (London) Bach Choir in 1989.

All: While shepherds watched their flocks

	1  While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
    All seated on the ground,
    The angel of the Lord came down,
    And glory shone around,

 2  ‘Fear not!’ said he (for mighty dread
    Had seized their troubled mind);
    ‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring
    To you and all mankind.

3  ‘To you in David’s town this day
    Is born of David’s line
    A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
    And this shall be the sign:

	4  ‘The heav’nly Babe you there shall find
    To human view displayed,
    All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
    And in a manger laid.’

5  Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
    Appeared a shining throng
    Of angels praising God, who thus
    Addressed their joyful song:

6  ‘All glory be to God on high,
    And to the earth be peace;
    Goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men
    Begin and never cease.’


Choir: Gaudete! Christus est natus
Composed in the 16th century and published in the Piae Cantiones of 1582. It was popularised by Steeleye Span in 1973, when it became one of only three top 50 British hits to have been sung in Latin.

Reading: A reflection on Christmas (Thomas Merton)

Duet: David and Liz Meiklejohn: O Holy Night
‘O Holy Night’ (‘Cantique de Noël’) is a well-known carol composed by Adolphe Adam (1803-1856) in 1847 to the French poem ‘Minuit, Chrétiens’ (Midnight, Christians) by Placide Cappeau (1808-1877), a wine merchant and poet.

Reading: Christmas (John Betjeman)
Choir: Infant holy, infant lowly
Based on a traditional Polish carol, ‘W żłobie leży’, translated by Edith M. Reed in 1921.

All: It came upon the midnight clear

	1  It came upon the midnight clear,
    That glorious song of old,
    From angels bending near the earth
    To touch their harps of gold:
    ‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men
    From heav’ns all gracious King!’
    The world in solemn stillness lay
    To hear the angels sing.

2  Still through the cloven skies they come,
    With peaceful wings unfurled;
    And still their heav’nly music floats
    O'er all the weary world;
    Above its sad and lowly plains
    They bend on hov’ring wing;
    And ever o'er its Babel sounds
    The blessed angels sing.
	3  Yet with the woes of sin and strife
    The world has suffered long;
    Beneath the angel strain have rolled
    Two thousand years of wrong;
    And man, at war with man, hears not
    The love-song which they bring;
    O hush the noise, ye men of strife
    And hear the angels sing!

4  For lo! the days are hastening on,
    By prophet-bards foretold,
    When, with the ever circling years
    Comes round the age of gold;
    When peace shall over all the earth
    Its ancient splendours fling,
    And the whole world give back the song
    Which now the angels sing.
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during the singing of:

All: Once in royal David’s city

	1  Once in royal David's city 
    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
    Where a mother laid her baby 
    In a manger for His bed: 
    Mary was that mother mild, 
    Jesus Christ her little child. 

2  He came down to earth from heaven, 
    Who is God and Lord of all, 
    And His shelter was a stable, 
    And His cradle was a stall; 
    With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
    Lived on earth our Saviour holy.
	3  And our eyes at last shall see him, 
    Through his own redeeming love, 
    For that child so dear and gentle 
    Is our Lord in heaven above; 
    And he leads his children on 
    To the place where he is gone.
 
4  Not in that poor lowly stable, 
    With the oxen standing by, 
    We shall see him; but in heaven, 
    Set at God's right hand on high; 
    When like stars his children crowned 
    All in white shall wait around.
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